455.001 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK- OFFICE 

R. Ghafoorian ^11 IP 
Group: 3763 


In re Application of: 
FELIPE NEGRON 
Serial No.: 10/066,619 
Filed: February 6, 2002 
For: MULTI-USE... DEVICE 


New York, N. Y. 10016^^1 5 & 2 | | 

February 24, 2003 w " ' 1 

< 

RESPONSE g c 

jg ■ ■ - 


. jj a < ® r 4 
600 Third Avenue * ~ J £ J 


"Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


3 S O " , '■ ( . ' . 

3 c i ii^lwi 



Sir: 


Responsive to the office action of December 24, 2002, Applicant requests ^ 


reconsideration of the application in view of the remarks presented herein. 
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The claims in the application are claims 1 to 16, no other claims having been 


presented. 


^ . Applicant is submitting herewith new fo rmal drawings to replace the drawings 
objected to by the Examiner as well as a revised copy of the application to obviate the 
Examiner's objections to the original application. Also enclosed herewith is a Power of 
Attorney for the undersigned firm in order to represent the Applicant. 


No new matter has been introduced into the disclosure and a copy of the marked 
up original disclosure is submitted herewith. 


# 


It is believed that the title of the application is properly descriptive and if the 
Examiner disagrees, he is requested to suggest a title which will be immediately adopted. 
It is believed that the present specification complies with the content of the specification 
and as being properly double spaced. The claims are free of the Examiner's objections 
since periods are not used in the middle; of the claims and they are properly spaced. 


Claims 1 to 8 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by the 
Epstein patent. Claims 9, 13 and 16 were rejected under 35 USC 103 as being obvious 
over the Epstein patent taken in view of the Guthery patent. The Examiner states that 
Epstein teaches a hygienic cleansing device with a transparent container 16, a removable 
vented fill cap 1 14 at the upper most portion of the container, a retainer 169 affixes at its 
upper end to the lower portion of the container, a volume sensitive valve Figure 3 
inserted with the retainer, a flexible length of hollow tube 18 secured at one end to the 
lower end of the retainer and at its other end to control valve 16A with a ball miniature 
shower head-like attachment on one end. The Guthery patent is cited to show the use of 
chlorhexidine with respect to claims 9, 13 and 16 and concludes that the invention would 
be obvious therefrom. 


Applicant respectfully traverses these grounds of rejection since the Epstein 
patent in noway anticipates or renders obvious Applicant's invention and is drawn to a 



completely non-analogous concept. Applicant's invention relates to a device for cleaning 


the vagina, colon and/or genital organs comprising aNContainer with a removable vented 


fill cap at the upper most portion of the container, a retainer affixed at its upper end to the 
lower portion of the container having an opening formed within extending from the upper 
to the middle point of the retainer, a volume sensitive valve inserted within the opening 
of the retainer and a short flexible length of hollow tubing secured at one to the upper end 
of the retainer and to its other end to a control valve. The control valve is equipped with 
a ball check valve with a short length of flexible tubing attached to the top portion of the 
control valve and the bottom portion of the control valve has an adequate length of 
flexible tubing attached to it opposite end of tubing with external threads to be attached to 
an accessory of choice and a nozzle being hollow along its length in curve shape at one 
end with a second end with internal threads or a straight rigid nozzle hollow along its 
length with an open end and a second end having a fitting with internal threads or a short 
rigid tube along its length for external cleansing with a miniature shower head-like 
attachment on one end with the second end having a fitting with internal threads. This is 
clearly illustrated in the drawings and the in the application. 

In contrast thereto, the Epstein patent is directed to a portable water jet system to 


be attached to the faucet of a kitchen or bathroom sink. Applicant's device is not 


intended to b^a portable water jet system for attachment to a faucet but, rather, is 




r* 
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designed in order to provide an improved douche, colon and genital device which is free 
standingN In contrast, the Espstein devicexompr^s a diverter valve assemblythat can be 


screwed to a faucet and which has an outlet having an ariater and another outlet to which 
is removably attached a control valve assembly which is removably attached to a jet flow 
device. A diverter valve assembly include^f^^ 

hoi^gjind-one-end-of4^ of the housing 

leading to the outlet port to the control valve assembly. A modular solution mixing and 
metering container is positioned between the diverter valve assembly and the control 
valve assembly and a cross channel at the top of the container opens to the container 
where water mixes with and pressures the resulting mixture up a vertical pipe back to the 
cross channel which is r pressured to the jet flow device. Therefore^the^pstein 


construction incompletely unrelated to Applicant's. 


The Guthery patent does notjovercome the deficiencies of the Epstein patent. The 

V_j 

Guthery patent is in no way related to an apparatus similar to the Epstein patent but, 


rather, is directed toVmethod of irrigation of a body cavity promoting asepsis in which 
an irrigant solution such as a solution of iodine is introduced into an abdominal cavity 
and is retained within the cavity until asepsis is achieved and then drained from the 
abdominal cavity. A catheter apparatus is used therein comprising a drainage means and 
a independent irrigation means. In the catheter, a first valve assembly is connected to the 
drainage means so that the drainage of fluid from the abdominal cavity may be 
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selectively regulated and a second valve assembly provides for introduction of the 
irrigatioasolution into the body cavity. This is entirely non-related to Applicant's 


/invention as Well as non-related to the Epstein invention. Therefore, one skilled in the art 
would not combine the same as the Examiner has done with the benefit of Applicant's 
disclosure. Therefore, withdrawal of this ground of rejection is requested. 

In view of the above remarks, it is believed that the claims clearly point out 
Applicant's patentable contribution^indl^ of the application is 

requested. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Muserlian, Lucas and Mercanti 


Charles A. Muserlian, 19,683 
Attorney for Applicants 
Tel. #(212) 661-8000 
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